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 SURROUNDING GHIA

Cbinese Alr Forve Oldest in World
. The ground forces are supported by 500
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A1V 2C i
bombers and 1,400 fighters. The latter,
guided by a radar-warning system, are
‘judged capable of handling the obsolets
Z+ The Russians have built up their naval
B ! .strength in theiFar East and.tshow' a dis-
e T { ... [vposition to use it on targets o rtuni.
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““Weighing Sovi

" "according to one specialist, and the Rus-

:Sians have established a military pres-} ¢ 1 Con0 RS of Mao Zedong,

* ithe Vietnam War, now serves as a depot

By DREW MIDDLETON ~
teoe s Mer e - Spacial 19 The New York Tires. - -/ o7t
- BRUSSELS, May 20 — The overall

strategic situation of China has worsened ;!
over the last year despite its apparently i

‘hallistic missile. ...

: Lntelll%ence and academic ‘ﬁmm

on the strategic e O 1 the

.5aviet Union and the tates,

g na’s

. Thability to respond and American unwill-

ingrtess to"provide WIrSCT MIMATY did,
“conclude that China’s on 3

successtul test of an intercontinental

- émphasize the call 1ov & Wited IFonc With

_the North Atlantic Treaty Ur2aRIzATION.
T Sources at Attante alllance headquar-
~ters here say China faces the prospect of

military encirclement. The most disturb-
"ing factor for China is thought to be the
~ Soviet support for Vietnam. Soviet ald to
“Hanoi is now at a rate of 33 million-a day,

‘ence on China’s southern flank through
ithe use of naval and air facilities at Cam
;RanhBayandDaNang.. . . ¢
i SubmariveTenderatCamRanh

* A submarine tender in Cam Ranh Bay,
;the base built by the United States during

*ship {or Soviet submarines armed with
:cruise missiles and operating in the South
‘China Sea. The submarines, one source

annexed at the end of World War II and

‘arebeing claimed by Japan. Accordingto {
-one specialist, facilities for the accommo-

dation of another military force are being
built on Shikotan, one of the islands. The
‘gthers are Iturup, Kunashir and the
:Habtomai group. -The Soviet troops are
_equipped with tanks, assault helicopters
‘and ground-to-air missiles.
4, At Atlantic alliance headquarters, the
‘Soviet. move is consider=d more as a
‘threat to China than to Japan. It has been
accompanied by reinforcernent.of the
Soviet Union's Pacific Fleet. <~ - -
Eight Soviet Crulsers In Pacific 7
" There are now eight missile cruisers
and 15 missile destroyers and frigates in
the fleet, which has a nominal strengthof.
75 submarires. The submarines and sur-
face ships using the Vietnamese bases
aredrawn from this fleet. Its antisubma-
rine capacity has been modernizad, - -
The Chinese military nse a

‘who held that defense needs could be met
by a nuclear strike force and a vast peo-
ple’s army. The Chinese hav= both but, as

.Specialists say, nothing in between, - - -

Prospects for forming a mobile, quick-

:reaction force are limited. Military mod-
‘ernization is the lowest on the list of the
-four medernizations on which China has
.embarked, specialists said. The others

-areinindustry, agriculture and science, .

‘said, are within range of the Malacca: A The Chinese Navy may inflict losses on
- Strait, a busy commercial artery through' ‘the Soviet Union's Pacific Fleet iy ialauy
¢which Middle Eastern oil reaches Japan.  “waters, But its range is limited to that of

" :mated at 45 divisions, or 450,000 men. The
‘new element is that about half of these|
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L. The Soviet military presence in Viet-
-nam and Soviet political support for Viet-
‘namese policies in Laos and Cambodia
-have reminded China’s other neighbors,
:the specialists said, that the Soviet Union
-and not China is the most signiticant mili-
tary poweron the Asian mainland., ..
% Qver the last four months, the Russians
‘have taken steps to strengthen their
-ground forces along the 4,000-mile fron-
tler with China. These:forces are esti-

.divisions are now at full strength, with ali
~their weapons.. These weapons include
T-72 tanks, the most advanced helicop-

-ters and reinforcements in surface-to-air
Tmissiles. SS-20 medium-range missiles

-worried by the

-aresaid tohave been installed in the Sibe-

‘supporting: planes. The army’s modern
~wea is restricted to sorme old tanks
and a few surface-to-surface missiles left

“over from the period of Soviet friendship

in the 1850’s. The air force is described as
in “‘desperate need of modernization.’”. ..

4| #-The consensus at headquarters here is

‘that,"if the Russians were sufficiently
W t of‘a Chinese-
American alliance, they could attack and
‘take Manchuria, which produces half of
China'soil anda third of its steel, - -~
‘s: The Soviet-Union,-it is-said, is S0 Su.
perior in nuclear weapons that it may
carry out the Manchurian operation with-
‘out nuclear strikes, The other side of the
coin is that the Chinese may feel impelted
Dby their weakness in conventional forces
‘to loose nuclear weapons on cities in west.
emSiberiaandthe Urals.- - »
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